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than multiproduct category or multi-
market firms. 

(e) Conclusion. The Commission finds 
that this standard, including its effec-
tive date, is reasonably necessary to 
eliminate or reduce the unreasonable 
risks of injury associated with match-
books and that the issuance of the 
standard is in the public interest.

§ 1202.3 Definitions. 

In addition to the definitions given in 
section 3 of the Consumer Product 
Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2052), the fol-
lowing definitions apply for the pur-
pose of this standard: 

(a) Bookmatch means a single splint, 
with a matchhead attached, that comes 
from a matchbook. 

(b) Bridge means the matchhead ma-
terial held in common by two or more 
splints. 

(c) Broken bridge means a bridge that 
has become separated. 

(d) Caddy means a package of two or 
more matchbooks wrapped or boxed to-
gether at a production plant. 

(e) Comb means a piece of wood, 
paper, or other suitable material that 
has been formed into splints, that re-
main joined at their base, and that are 
designed to have matchheads attached 
to their tips. 

(f) Cover means the paperboard or 
other suitable material that is wrapped 
around and fastened to the comb(s). 

(g) Friction means the dried chemical 
mixture on the matchbook cover used 
to ignite the bookmatch. 

(h) Match means a single splint with 
matchhead attached. 

(i) Matchbook means one or more 
combs with matchheads attached and a 
cover that is wrapped around and fas-
tened to those combs. 

(j) Matchhead means the dried chem-
ical mixture on the end of a splint. 

(k) Splint means the support for the 
matchhead or that portion normally 
held when using the bookmatch.

§ 1202.4 Matchbook general require-
ments. 

A matchbook shall meet the fol-
lowing general requirements: 

(a) The friction shall be located on 
the outside back cover near the bottom 
of the matchbook. 

(b) The cover shall remain closed 
without external force. 

(c) No friction material shall be lo-
cated on the inside of the cover where 
possible contact with the matchheads 
may occur during ordinary use. 

(d) There shall be no bridge(s) or bro-
ken bridge(s). 

(e) No matchhead in the matchbook 
shall be split, chipped, cracked, or 
crumbled. 

(f) No portion of any matchhead shall 
be outside the matchbook cover when 
the cover is closed. 

(g) No part of a staple or other as-
sembly device for securing the cover 
and combs shall be within or touching 
the friction area. 

(h) A staple used as an assembly de-
vice for securing the cover and combs 
shall be fully clinched so that the ends 
are flattened or turned into the cover.

§ 1202.5 Certification. 

Certification shall be in accordance 
with section 14(a) of the Consumer 
Product Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2063(a)). 
Under this provision, manufacturers 
and private labelers of products subject 
to safety standards must certify that 
their products conform to the stand-
ard, based on either a test of each prod-
uct or on a reasonable testing program.

§ 1202.6 Marking. 

(a) The manufacturer’s or private la-
beler’s name and city or a symbol 
which will identify the name and city 
shall appear on the matchbook. In ad-
dition, every private labeler must label 
the matchbook with a code which en-
ables it to identify, if requested, the 
manufacturer of the product. 

(b) Boxes or cartons in which two or 
more caddies are shipped shall be 
marked ‘‘For safety, store in a cool, 
dry place.’’

§ 1202.7 Prohibited stockpiling. 

Section 9(d)(2) of the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2058(d)(2)) au-
thorizes the Commission to prohibit 
manufacturers and importers from 
stockpiling a product subject to a con-
sumer product safety standard between 
its date of issuance and its effective 
date. A manufacturer or importer is in 
violation of Section 9(d)(2) and of this
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section if it fails to comply with the 
following: 

(a) Definitions. (1) Base period means, 
at the option of the manufacturer or 
importer concerned, any period of 365 
consecutive days beginning on or after 
January 1, 1973, and ending on or before 
December 31, 1975. 

(2) Rate of production (or importation) 
means the total number of matchbooks 
manufactured (or imported) during a 
stated time period. In determining 
whether a matchbook was manufac-
tured during a stated time period, the 
date on which the cover and combs 
were assembled to form a matchbook 
shall be used. In the event that a man-
ufacturer currently operates a match-
book manufacturing plant that it did 
not operate during the base period, or 
that it did not operate for an entire 
base period, that manufacturer shall 
use, as the rate of production during 
the base period for that plant, either (i) 
the average daily rate of production 
(including nonproduction days such as 
Sundays, holidays, and vacations) for 
the part of the base period he did oper-
ate that plant, multiplied by 365 or (ii) 
the rate of production during the base 
period of his most nearly similar 
matchbook manufacturing plant. 

(b) Prohibited act. Manufacturers and 
importers of matchbooks, as these 
products are defined in § 1202.3(i), shall 
not manufacture or import match-
books that do not comply with the re-
quirements of this part between the 
date that this part is issued and the 
date that it becomes effective at a rate 
that is greater than the rate of produc-
tion or importation during the base pe-
riod plus 15 percent of that rate. 

(c) Documentation. Manufacturers and 
importers shall maintain, for a period 
of six (6) months after the effective 
date specified in § 1202.1(b), appropriate 
documentation to be able to substan-
tiate to the Commission that they are 
in compliance with the provisions of 
this section.
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